Turtle eggs studied for PCB damag

Federal, state effort seeks to assess
pollution impact on Hudson River

By LEE COLEMAN
Gazette Reporter

‘Federal and state employees
collected snapping turtle eggs
this summer from both the up-
per and lower Hudson River to
see if they are contaminated by
PCBs.

The snapping turtle investiga-
tion is part of the PCB parural
resource damage assessment of
the Budson River being con-
ducted by the National Oceani¢
and Atmogpheric Administra-
tion, the state Department of
Environmental Conservation
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service.

The assessment project is not

connected with the U.S. Envi-

ronmental Protection Agency's
Jecision earlier this year to
make General Electric Co. pay
rearly $500 million to dredge
2,65 million cubic yards of PCBs
which the EPA says are a prob-
ible carcinogenl] from the
10-mile stretch of the Hudson
yetween Fort Edward and the
‘ederal Dam in Troy.

The eggs collected — five per
urtle nest — are currently being
ested at independent labora-
ories, said Fred Caslick, an out-

each specialist for the New.

"ork field office of the Fish and
Vildlife Service.

Caslick said the results of the
2sts should be avajlable by the

end of the year.

Federal officials would not be
gpecific about where the eggs
wete taken. Caslick would only
say some of the eggs were gath-
ered in the upper Hudson River
berween Fort Edward and Troy
and some eggs from the lower
Hudson, somewhere below the
cityof Troy. -

“They will give us baseline in-

‘formation on the pathway of

contaminatjon,” Caslick said.

The turtle egg tests are ex-

ected 10 show whete damage
rom PCBs may be occurring, “if
it is occurring,” he said.

The trustees of the resource
damage assessment — NOAA,
DEC and Fish and Wildlife —
said that past and .continuing
discharges of polychlorinared
biphenyis [PCBs) have contami-
nated Hudson Rwer natural re-
sources. CoEe

In mid-to-laté" September the
damage assegsment/trust

will release it8 damaée assess-

ment plan, which isa road map
scientific studies- to ‘determine
injury to the river ecology, said .
Lisa Pelstring, a2 spokeswoman
for the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration.

© Once the extent of the dam-
age has been determined,
through studies like the turtle-

egg analysis, GE could be Jiable .

to pay to correct any environ-
mental damage caused by the
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36 Plan o aﬁﬁ"%ﬁ filing offany
claxm‘=.agamst GE is ‘some
“yeans away, accordmg to Cas-
lick. '

The remedxation ghase prob-
ably won't be starte antil after
the dredging project-is ‘com-
pleted. The latest timetable tar-
gets 2005 for the start of dredg-
ing and it is expected to last four
to five years:
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N Resaarﬂms Inthe field gathar snapping-turtie eggs recently.

son Falls and Fort Edward dis-

" charged an estimated 1.3 milfjon

pounds of PCRBs into the upper
Hudson over a 30 year period,
ending in 1977 when the practice

+as banned.

Contact Lee Coleman uat
5871780 or colemangazette @ya-
fioo.com.




